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General Release 
 Palestine solidarity conference 

 
Building Australian solidarity with the Palestinian struggle for justice, freedom and equality is the 
focus of “Temperatures Rising! Australian civil society & Palestinian freedom”, a two-day 
conference to be held at the University of Technology (UTS), Sydney on 14-15 May 2011. 
 
Organised by the Coalition for Justice and Peace in Palestine (CJPP) – a community group 
based in Sydney – the event will bring together academics, activists, community members, 
students and civil society advocates to participate in talks, panel discussions and workshops. The 
gathering is supported by Cosmopolitan Civil Societies at UTS. 
 
One of the coordinators, Ken Davis, says, ‘This conference will be an important and timely 
opportunity to analyse current political dynamics in the Middle East and work out how to make 
Australian solidarity with Palestinian self-determination more effective. Now that campaigns to 
isolate Israel are front-page news, the conference is designed to re-focus on the core rights of 
Palestinians: national freedom, equality, democracy, land, peace and the end of exile of the 
refugees.’ 
 
Marking the 63rd anniversary of the Nakba, or “catastrophe”, that drove 750,000 Palestinians 
from their homes, the conference promises to be an exciting and timely convergence for all those 
interested in strengthening the Palestinian solidarity movement in Australia.  
 
Speakers 
International speakers include Ms Ghada Abu Ghalyoun, Coordinator of the International and 
Youth Departments of the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions (PGFTU), and Dr 
Ibrahim G. Aoudé, Professor in the Department of Ethnic Studies at the University of Hawaii 
and editor of Arab Studies Quarterly.  
 
Australian speakers include Professor Ghassan Hage, of the University of Sydney, Professor 
Emeritus Stuart Rees, of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney,  
journalist Antony Loewenstein, Senator Lee Rhiannon (The Greens), Professor Heather 
Goodall & Associate Professor James Goodman of  UTS, Dr Gennaro Gervasio of Macquarie 
University, Associate Professor Bassam Dally of the University of Adelaide, Ms Samah 
Sabawi, the advocacy officer for Australians for Palestine, and Mr Bishara Constandi from 
CJPP.  
 
Website: http://sydpalconf.wordpress.com 
Contact:  Ken Davis 0417 398 167 
 


